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I. HEADING 1 ;A4f
OKIE: December 11, 1995
FRCM: tTnR Predle. CSC, Region V EERB, Wectlokc Oil (IRU/RB3V)

George Budak, CSC, Region V EERB, Grosses lie, MI
TO; E. Watkinfi, UESPA, OSWER, Waoh.DC (VIA IAN)

Karl, Chief, EERB, Chicago, IL (VIA IAN)
El-i2ein, iZRB, Act. Chief, Rfl-1, Gb»sae lie,MI.. (VIA IAN>
Lily, ESS, Chicago, IL (VIA IAN)
Liczcwcki, UEEPA QRC, Chicago, IL (VIA IAN)
Spaizman, USEPA Ofc. Pub. Aff., Chicago, IL (VIA IAN)
Clouse, Ohio EPA, TERR, CDO, Coluiribus, CH. . (614-644-J^JbU)
O'Neil, Ohio EEA, EERR, IWinaburg, CH (216-487-0769)

L. Thonpeon,aiief,FlLu IfapU., Pednesvllle, CH.. (^16-352-8169)
J. Martin, Chief, Rainesville City Fire Dept,. (216-352-2609)
J. Davin, U.S. CoaaL Guard, Cleveland, Uhio...(216-522-3290)
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SUBJECT: Luke uttierground SLOiBge yite,
Pa.lnesville TWp., Lake Cbuncy, Ohio

Action,

POLREP NO. 1 (Initial)

II BACKGROUND:

Site NO:
Response Authority:
CERCLA Incident Category-.
NFL Status:
Start Date:

III. RESPONSE HJFOKMATICN:

A506
CEROA
Remcsval Funded
None
11/28/95

A.

o

Situation

The Lake Underground Storage (LUS) eita i& located at 675
Lakeshore Blvd ani ibG4 W. Jackson Street, in Painesville Twp.,
Lake Cbunty, Ohio. The site is an approximately 75 acre parcel of
land located in a mixed residential and cormercial area. The LUS
site i s an abandoned facility with four unoccurcd corroded

o

aboveground storage tanks (one 1500 gal arxi three 500 gal)
rr>nt-ai.nii*} ethyl mexuaptan.

On November 15, 1995, Ohio ETA initiated a site irrvesLiijdLiou and
characterized the content of the tanks after ccnplaints from
Painooville reoidcnta ot odor from the site and xequesL for
assistance from the local Fire Departments. A liquid stream was
leaking from a valve at the top of the tauk, wliich was tightened
to stop the leak. A liquid sample of the material indicated a
flachpcdnt of 67 OF and that it was eLhyl tnercaptan. These wastes
posed threats to huiaii health and the environment through fire and
explosion, direct contact and luljalaticn as routes of eâ osure.

On November 17, 1995, Llw C&iio EPA requested assistance trom the
U.S. EEA Superfund Keocval program and a site visit was conducted.

The U.S. EPA conducted a site assessment at the LUS site on
21, 1995. Abandoned tanks and drums of ethyl mercaptan
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and waste oil v«re documented at the site. These materials
observed to be in close proximity to each other and nearby
reuidantial houses approx. 300 Yds. away. In adiiLimi, Lhe
facility has a 173,250 square foot rubber lined containment pond
which ccntaina rain water, oils and tat like sludge and four other
aboveground storage tanks which contain 27,250 gallons of waste
oilc. PCS transformers and drumtt uuutain PCS oil were alno
documented on the site.

On November 21, 1995, one 500 gallon tank which contained ethyl
roercaptan was cLueived at oackson Street, approx. 2 miles south of
the Lakeahore Blvd. site. This property is approx. a 100 acre

u£ land also owned by the Lake Underground Storage Corp.

B. AuLkxis Taken

o November 2U, iyss - Verbal authorization was granted to mitigate
threats posed by the presence of abandoned tanks and drums found
on- site.

o November 24, 1995 - A valve at the bottom of the tank started
dripping liquid mercaptan. Odor complaints were filed from 9.
miles away. The Fire Department wrapped the leak with a latex
gloves and duct tape to temporarily stop the Ifiak.

O Noventoer 28, 199b - QSCs, EROS, TAT and Fir* Dept. performed a
site recon. to evaluate needed actions.

o November 30, 1995 - U.S. EEA ERT completes screening the ethyl
mercaptan tanks to determine liquid valume of tha tankc by using
Infrared 'Temp, meter. It is estimated that the tanks contain
between 1300 and IfiOO gal . o£ marcaptan.

O November 30, 1995 - Verbal notice wae given to LUC by U.S. EPA,
LDS indicated to the OSC they can't afford to pay for cleanup of
the

o December 6, 1995 - UJS eigncd a site access agreaneaiL.

o Dacentoer 6, 1995 - U.S. ETA, TKT and ERGS on siu- Lo initiate
removal action. Hot zone and decon area established, safety plan
drafted. Secured leaking valves of Lloe eUiyl mercaptan tarites and
built an enclosure system around the tank to treat vapors through
treatment system dur-ing enpLyiuy o£ the tank contents.

C. Next Steps

o On December n, 1995, ERGS crew is scheduled to mobilize on site.

o ERGS will be subniiLLiuig a design for vapor treatment, system.

o dorplete aaiivliuy tuii profiling of wastestreams .

D. Key laauHtj

o Diupubctl site still :needs to be tinalized.


